BOROUGH OF WEST HAZLETON

100 SOUTH FOURTH STREET
WEST HAZLETON, PENNSYLVANIA 18202

(570) 455-7851
FAX (570-455-4223

MINUTES
Council Meeting
August 12th, 2025

1. Call to Order by President Henry Kreisl

2. Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence — A tribute was given to former Mayor Frank
Schmidt for the Moment of Silence, as it was learned that Mayor Schmidt passed away
unexpectedly on Tuesday, August 12, 2025.

3. Roll call of Council Members

Chura: Present, Grink: Present, Sharkey: Present, Duffy: Present, Dutz: Present, Kreisl: Present,
Verrastro: Present.

Motion to accept Meeting Minutes from Public Council meeting held on 7/8/2025:
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Motion to approve: Grink
Second: Dutz

Vote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes, Verrastro:
Yes, Duffy: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously.

5. Committee Reports

Police: Submitted by Sgt. Buglio, read by Chair Verrastro.

Fire: Submitted by Chief Cressman, read by Chair Duffy.

Code and Zoning: Submitted by CEOQ’s Acevedo/Alberto, read by Chair Chura.
Streets: Submitted by Foreman Fogarty, read by Chair Grink.

Finance: Submitted by Borough Manager Schweitzer, read by Chair Dutz.
Buildings & Grounds: Submitted by Chair Sharkey, read by Chair Sharkey.
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Motion to accept committee reports: Verrastro
Second: Grink

Yote
Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Duffy: Yes Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes, Verrastro: Yes

Motion Passed Unanimously.



6. Public Participation
-Paul Young, 245 West 22" Street:

Mr. Young expressed his concerns for a fence that was installed at 85 Susquehanna
Boulevard, stating that it would impede traffic and possibly cause an accident with traffic
from Quincy Street. It was discussed with Council and Mayor Chura regarding the
Zoning approval, and the possibility of making Quincy Street a one-way street out of
safety concerns. Code Enforcement Officer Luis Alberto explained that the Zoning for
the project was approved by Charlie Pedri, and gave details of the project.

-Bruce Hunsinger, 107 South Street:

Mr. Hunsinger questioned the lack of Police presence in his area, stating that he is
speaking on the behalf of many of his neighbors that don’t attend the meetings. Mr.
Hunsinger also expressed his concerns regarding a reoccurring nuisance property located
at 19 South Broad Street.

7. Discussion of Work Session Actions:

a. Old Business

i. Delinquent Garbage Report for July 2025: Read by Council President Kreisl.
b. New Business

i. Motion to approve Handicap parking Sign for MaryAnn Abramcheck, 410
Winters Avenue (Approved by Streets Dept.).
Motion to approve: Dutz
Second: Duffy

Vote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes, Verrastro:
Yes, Duffy: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously.

il Motion to approve conditional offer of part-time employment to Nicole Shaw &
Nick Stechack with the West Hazleton Borough Police Department.
Motion to approve: Duffy
Second: Grink
Vote
Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Duffy: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes,
Verrastro: Yes.
Motion Passed Unanimously.
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v.

Vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.

Motion to approve Police/Streets Dept. garage concrete & window work. Work
to be performed by Keystone Job Corps. Cost of materials-$1,115.80.

Motion to approve: Grink

Second: Chura

Yote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Duffy: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes,

Verrastro: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously.

Motion to accept bid from Kress Auto Wreckers for Impound Lot Inventory, 14
cars total for $6,815.00.

Motion to approve: Verrastro

Second: Dutz

Yote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Duffy: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes,

Verrastro: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously.

Motion to approve Handicap Parking Sign for Stephen H. Mainville, 7 East
Cranberry Avenue.

Motion to approve: Chura

Second: Grink

Yote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Duffy: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes,

Verrastro: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously.

Motion to approve Handicap Parking Sign for Fidel Morales, 5 East Oak
Street. Council President noted that a variance to the Handicap Sign Ordinance
stating no more than 2 spaces per block was being give an exemption for Mr.
Morales due to his status as a Disabled Veteran.

Motion to approve: Verrastro

Second: Chura

Yote

Chura: Yes, Grink: Yes, Duffy: Yes, Sharkey: Yes, Dutz: Yes, Kreisl: Yes,

Verrastro: Yes.

Motion Passed Unanimously

Comments by Council:

Councilman Gerald Grink thanked all Borough Departments for their continuous
dedication and hard work.

Council President Kreisl thanked and commended Fire Chief Brandon Cressman on
the Department’s professionalism in being chosen as the Hazmat response team for
Vice President J.D. Vance’s recent visit to West Pittston. He also recognized their
hard work in obtaining 3 grants for the Fire Department, totaling $54,617.00.



Announcements, Misc:
Announce Next Meeting:
a. The next Work Session Meeting will be September 2nd, and the next public
Council Meeting will be September 9th.
X. Motion to Adjourn
a. Motion to adjourn: Dutz

Second: Grink

Meeting Adjourned

Attested:

\5ames Schweitzer U

Borough Manager



